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PRESS RELEASE 
22/01/2019 

NEWCASTLE INTERNATIONAL ANNOUNCES TARGET TO BECOME A NET ZERO AIRPORT BY 2035

Newcastle International has announced its ambitious plans to become a Net Zero emissions airport by 2035.

As the majority of airports across Europe announce their plans to become Net Zero before 2050, the North East’s largest airport has set out to bring forward the target date to align with the end date of its Masterplan and its centenary year in 2035.

The Net Zero carbon strategy shows the Airport’s commitment to being a good neighbour, as well as taking action to become ever more environmentally friendly.

To help deliver these goals, the Airport will take steps to procure and generate renewable energy as well as shifting to new technologies.

Over the next 15 years, a brand new fleet of electric vehicles will be introduced across the airport, including passenger and car park buses, together with improved facilities for customers with electric vehicles.

As well as this, Newcastle International will be taking action to help stakeholders to reduce carbon emissions from flights by working with airlines to encourage more use of the latest, most efficient aircraft such as the A320 NEO – which already operates at the airport. The NEO aircraft delivers a 15% saving in CO2 emissions. 

Newcastle International is a member of Sustainable Aviation, which is made up of airlines, airports, aerospace manufacturers and air traffic service providers to work towards the common goal of cleaner, quieter and smarter aviation.

Nick Jones, Chief Executive at Newcastle International Airport, said: “Decarbonising the Airport before 2035 will be a challenge, but this is something that we feel strongly about. 

“Newcastle international Airport is an extremely important asset to the region and we pride ourselves on being a good neighbour. The people of the North East are at the heart of everything we do, so it is vital that we make the changes needed to be able to grow the airport in a sustainable manner that protects the environment we all live and work in.”

David Rees, Co-head of Asset Management at AMP Capital, added: “By making such investments into the future of aviation, Newcastle International is leading the way for the industry and we are delighted to see one of our assets making such positive steps.

“We welcome these ambitious plans which also take into account the community that the Airport serves.”

Cllr Iain Malcolm, Leader of South Tyneside Council and Lead of the LA7 local authority shareholders, said: “It is fantastic that Newcastle International Airport is leading the way for aviation and contributing to the well-being of the planet with its Net Zero 2035 strategy. 
 
“The Airport’s Net Zero strategy aligns closely with the ambitions of the North East to be a low carbon region. Councils and combined authorities across the region have declared climate emergencies. Collectively, we can work to bring about positive change. ”

Paul Maynard, Aviation Minister, added: “Newcastle Airport’s target of becoming Net Zero by 2035 shows a firm commitment to tackling climate change.

“This impressive environmental ambition is just one of the ways the airport is serving the needs of its community, helping make the UK cleaner, greener and more environmentally-friendly.”
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In 2020, Newcastle International Airport will seek to join the ACI Europe Airport Carbon Accreditation Scheme.

For further information, visit www.newcastleairport.com/net-zero-carbon-2035/ 

                                                               ENDS

For further information contact Danielle Whitfield on dwhitfield@newcastleinternational.co.uk or call 0191 214 3568. 

Notes to editors 
About Net Zero – as defined by the Airport Council International (ACI) Europe

What does “Net Zero” mean exactly?
According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Net Zero carbon emissions are achieved “when CO2 emissions generated by human activity are balanced globally by CO2 removals over a specific period”.

This means that the concept of ‘Net Zero carbon emissions’ is different from the term of ‘carbon neutrality’. Carbon neutrality requires reducing emissions as much as possible and then compensating the remaining ones by offsetting – e.g. by investing in emissions reductions elsewhere (in other organisations/sectors) through the purchase of carbon credits.

The Net Zero concept does not allow for offsetting. This means that it requires emission reductions to a greater degree than carbon neutrality – ideally down to 0 (zero). However, it does allow for removal of any residual emissions from the atmosphere e.g. relying on natural processes (carbon sinks such as forests) or dedicated technologies (carbon capture & storage).

The main sources of CO2 emitted by airport operators and over which they do have control are:
· Electricity consumption, predominantly for heating/cooling/lighting and servicing terminal buildings and other buildings managed by airport operators.
· Boilers – mainly for heating purposes in relation to the above mentioned buildings. These run on gas and oil.
· Ground vehicles running on petrol, diesel or gas.

Airport operators do not have control over aircraft emissions at the airport & in the vicinity of the airport, as these are operated by airlines. Therefore, the emissions from aircraft operations are not covered by the commitment.

As the centrepoints of a complex web of aircraft movements, technical operations and surface access transport, airport operators can address their CO2 emissions in a variety of ways. These can include better insulation and energy efficiency, switching to green energy sources for electricity, heating and cooling, and investing in hybrid, electric or alternative fuelled service vehicles.

In addition, as stated in our Net Zero Carbon 2035 document, we are making a further commitment to be carbon neutral by 2035 for passenger service journeys (scope 3 – emissions we can influence).

About Newcastle International Airport

Newcastle International Airport is the largest airport in the North East and is a jobs generator, supporting 18,900 jobs, including 3,500 onsite. Newcastle International Airport is a public private partnership. Seven local authorities own 51% of the airport company; Durham County Council, Gateshead MB Council, Newcastle City Council, Northumberland Council, North Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council and Sunderland City Council. 49% is owned by AMP Capital.  The airport serves a catchment area of the North East, South Scotland, Cumbria, and North Yorkshire and contributes over £1.16 billion in GVA to the regional economy every year. 

In 2019, 5.2m customers passed through its doors. Newcastle International connects to more than 80 destinations directly and provides customers with access to a wider global network via flights to London Heathrow, Dubai, Amsterdam, Dublin, Paris and Munich.

Newcastle International was named best in its category for customer service at Airport Council International’s Airport Service Quality (ASQ) Awards for the second time in a row at the awards in 2019.
A number of additional routes will begin operation from 2020, including a brand new service to Munich with Lufthansa – Europe’s only five star airline. Other new routes for 2020 include London Southend with Flybe and Bergen, Guernsey and Newquay with Loganair.

For flight information, news and the latest updates and advice from Newcastle International Airport, please visit: 

· WEBSITE:	www.newcastleairport.com
· TWITTER:	@NCLairport
· FACEBOOK:	www.facebook.com/nclairport
· APP:               Download from the App Store or the Google Play Store 
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